November 6, 2020
Dear Parents/Guardians:
As we begin to approach the end of 2020, we look forward to 2021 with optimism and hope
that the upcoming year brings with it a return to some level of normalcy. This year’s
Thanksgiving and Winter Holidays will be different than in the past, conducted virtually to the
extent possible and spearheaded by each classroom’s homeroom teacher in collaboration with
their partner language teacher. In true Sunset Elementary style, these virtual celebrations will
be filled with joy and love. We thank you for your continued dedication and commitment. The
Sunset Family Community remains #2020strong.
I hope you find the information below informative and helpful. Our long-established GO GREEN
Communicator continues to serve as the school’s primary means of communication regarding
all general schoolwide information.
CONGRATULATIONS SCHOOL TEACHER/ROOKIE TEACHER-OF-THE-YEAR
•

•

Teacher-of-the-Year Nominees:
Karen Mur and Martha Sirven
CONGRATULATIONS: Ms. Martha Sirven, 2021 Sunset Elementary Teacher-of-the-Year
Rookie Teacher-of-the-Year Nominees:
Jessica Pou Rodriguez and Alberto Quijano
CONGRATULATIONS: Mr. Alberto Quijano, 2021 Sunset Elementary Rookie Teacher-of-theYear

CONGRATULATIONS SUNSET ELEMENTARY - PLATINUM STEM DESIGNATION
•
•

Only MDCPS elementary school to receive this distinguished recognition for having earned a
Gold Designation since the inception of the program in 2015
Special shoutout to the teachers and students for their dedication, commitment, and enthusiasm
for STEM education

LIMITED 2019-2020 MEMORY BOOKS AVAILABLE THROUGH OSP PAYMENT SYSTEM
BE MINDFUL OF OUR NEIGHBORS
•
•

Do not block driveways
Do not drive over and/or park in any neighboring property

ARRIVAL SUPERVISION TIMES – ARRIVE EARLY & AVOID TRAFFIC DELAYS
•
•

School House Road gate opens at 7:45 a.m. and closes at 8:35 a.m.
Sunset Drive gate opens at 7:30 a.m. and closes at 8:35 a.m.
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ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL PROCEDURES:
We continue to work to streamline our arrival and dismissal procedures and make every effort
to expedite the process, to the extent possible. Please assist us by:
• Placing a sign with your child’s name and teacher in large, visible print on the
vehicle dashboard/passenger window. Your child’s teacher has emailed you a
template for this. Make multiple copies for multiple household vehicles.
ATTENDANCE:
• The well-being and safety of our students supersedes attendance priorities. Once again,
parents are asked to keep their children home if they are displaying any symptoms of
illness.
• We appreciate parents’ proactive initiatives in ensuring their children are healthy and
ready to come to school.
• Parents should continue to keep the teachers and school informed regarding the reason
for a student’s absence.
• Students who are in quarantine due to an exposure at school are not marked absent.
• Students who are in quarantine due to an exposure outside of school are marked absent,
but the absence in excused.
• Please note students who are in Delivery Model 1 (Schoolhouse) and are absent, may
not join in the class through a virtual modality.
LOST AND FOUND
Due to COVID-19 precautions, we do not have a lost and found this year. Please clearly label
your child’s belongings and speak with them about responsible safekeeping of their belongings.
SCHOOLWIDE ACTIVITIES
All schoolwide activities remain virtual until further notice. This includes meetings and
conferences.
AFTER-SCHOOL CARE
Due to current conditions, the safe implementation and adequate/appropriate staffing of AfterSchool-Care services is an ongoing effort. A tentative start date is still pending.
Thank you for your continued support.
Kind regards,
Marlene Leyte-Vidal
Dr. Marlene Leyte-Vidal
Principal
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Values Matter: CITIZENSHIP
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World Kindness Day
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PTA All Pro Dad
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SEED Board Meeting
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November Student Service Project

Operation Gratitude
Saying “Thank You” to all who serve.
-Letter Writing CampaignSubmit to Ms. Pou-Rodriguez, Student Service Liaison

“Honor Your Calling. Exceed Expectations.”

RECESS
NO SCHOOL
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help you be the best Dad you can be, and you ll strengthen your relationship
with your kids at the same time.

Monday, November 9th at 6:30pm
Meeting ID: 845 2821 6029
Passcode: 180520

PLEASE RSVP ON TEAM WEB PAGE:
WWW.ALLPRODADSDAY.COM/CHAPTERS/5112
design @taskdigitalmarketing

A word from Cynthia Laam, our newly elected board member who will join Cecile Melanie as a Fipa
Sunset Parent Liaison
I am honored to have the opportunity to finally be able to serve this wonderful school as a FIPA liaison.
I have been a Sunset parent for almost 15 years and I’m a true believer of International education.
My three children attended Sunset Elementary, my oldest one is now in college, my second child is in
Carver middle and my youngest is here at Sunset in 2nd grade.
I was born and raised in Venezuela and I came to Miami, 24 years ago. My husband is from Lebanon and
we truly represent the melting pot that characterized our beautiful Miami.
I am so excited to be part of this organization especially during these challenging times because I know
that together we are stronger and with your support we can continue providing the quality of education
that our children deserve.
Thank you for your contribution and your commitment to our wonderful school.
Looking forward to have 100% Membership participation!
Welcome Cynthia!

Membership
We need your support
Please visit our website and purchase your membership at Special
Covid rates https://www.fipamiami.org/
Get your Fipa Masks: 2 for $10
**For the year 2020/21, the French Program at Sunset will not use the notebooks/cahiers. FIPA will
gladly reimburse the ones that were already paid**

For more information about FIPA, please feel free to contact our current Sunset Elementary
FIPA Liaisons, Cecile Melanie & Cynthia Laam at sunset@fipamiami.org
www.fipamiami.org

Dear Sunset Elementary Parents:
Welcome to Sunset Elementary and the Spanish International Studies Magnet Program!
We are thrilled to have your child join our school family and program.

WHO WE ARE
The Spanish International Parents Association (SIPA) was established in April 1990 as
a nonprofit organization run by volunteer parents. It serves as a support group for the
Spanish section of the International Studies Magnet Program of Miami-Dade County
Public Schools (MDCPS), including Sunset Elementary.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Virginia Mansilla
President
Nancy Del Pozzo
Liaison
Lisa Vittore
Treasurer
Directors
Carolina Robbiano
Emma Rendina
Yaneth Ruiz
Christina Umpierre

We support and enhance the program, encouraging the study and use of the Spanish
language and developing awareness and appreciation of Spanish culture, history, and
customs.
WHAT WE DO
•
•
•
•

Raise funds for books and teacher support materials.
Organize social events and cultural activities for families and children involved
in the program.
Work closely with other parent support groups and school administration.
Collaborate with MDCPS and its Bilingual and Magnet divisions.

HOW WE DO IT
We generate funds through annual membership dues, corporate and individual
donations, and fundraising events.
SIPA-SUNSET ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2019-2020
•
•
•

•
•
•

We held a welcome picnic for first grade families at Fuchs Park in September
and the annual picnic for all members at Dante Fascell Park in November.
We hosted a paella for Sunset Elementary administrators, teachers, and
employees in celebration of Hispanic Heritage Month in October.
We purchased Spanish books for the media center as well as books for the
third, fourth, and fifth graders in the Spanish Book Club and assisted the
teachers in organizing a trip for club members to the Miami Book Fair in
November.
We partnered with the Centro Cultural Español of Miami to offer a program of
villancicos for the first and second graders in December.
We organized a field trip for the third graders to a Spanish movie in December.
We provided each class in the program with a Roscón de Reyes and crowns to
mark la Bajada de los Reyes Magos in January.

SPANISH
INTERNATIONAL
PARENTS
ASSOCIATION

sipasunset@gmail.com

•

We sponsored marine biology and Spanish art workshops in February and
March.

SIPA-SUNSET FOR 2020-2021:
We invite you to become a member in our school. Funds raised at Sunset go directly to
our school and program. With your support, we are able to:
•
•
•

Support the Spanish Department with supplies and materials.
Host and organize the Book Club for third, fourth, and fifth graders.
Organize cultural events throughout the school year: Fiesta de la Hispanidad,
Bajada de Reyes, marine biology workshops, art workshops, etc.

BOOKS FOR SCHOOL YEAR AND CALLIGRAPHY
We are selling the required Spanish reading books for the 2020-2021 school year. We
also have available calligraphy books for incoming first graders and students in other
grades new to the school (cursive is part of the Spanish program). You may also buy
the SIPA T-shirt to wear on Fridays. Please go directly to our store website:
www.sipasunsetstore.com
Should you have any questions, please email us at sipasunset@gmail.com and join us
on Instagram @SIPA Sunset.
Muchísimas gracias,
SIPA Sunset

SPANISH
INTERNATIONAL
PARENTS
ASSOCIATION
sipasunset@gmail.com

Spanish International Parents Association

Please join or renew your membership at:

sipasunsetstore.com
Membership

$30 for one student in IS español program
$40 for two students in IS español program
$50 for three or more students in IS español program

On the website you can also buy our SIPA shirt for $15 to wear Fridays!

Who we are?
Parent organization that raises funds for
technology needs for the entire school
including all language programs.

Highlights

What we do?
Since 2007, SEED has successfully raised
over $300,000 in funds for Sunset
Elementary School through grants,
donations and advocacy.

Funded 50 iPads and charging stations for this 2020-2021 school
year for classroom use
Purchased both LanguageNut and BrainPop subscriptions for
school-wide use
Procured 30 new classroom computers and provided upgrades to
classroom and media center computers
Purchased Smart Boards for classrooms
Donated more than $100,000 in Classroom Educational
Enrichment Grants since Seed’s inception, including funding for
software programs, iPads, and robotics equipment

How can you help?
For questions and more details
email us - info@sunsetseed.net

Visit sunsetseed.net where you can find
many ways to support us as well
Purchasing a Friday T-shirt for your child
Supporting our BRICKS campaign and
leave a lasting mark at Sunset Elementary
DONATE, DONATE, DONATE!

How to support SEED:
(It’s as easy as 1,2,3)

1

SEED Shirt

Purchase a t-shirt you can wear on Fridays from our
online shop at: www.sunsetseed.net

2

BLE!

AILA
NOW AV

Purchase a Commemorative Brick!

Help pave the way to enhancing the educational excellence at
Sunset Elementary by ordering a personalized engraved brick
to be permanently dispayed on campus. The is a wonderful
way to leave a lasting legacy at Sunset Elementary while also
helping to fund educational technology tools and programs.
See options / pricing on our online shop: www.sunsetseed.net

New to the school?
Welcome your child to Sunset Elementary with a
personalized engraved brick featured in the courtyard.
Students in PK through 4th grade will have bricks
placed in front of the gazebo near the cafeteria.

Attention 5th grade families!
Leave a lasting legacy for your child at Sunset
Elementary. Bricks for 5th graders will be
permanently located near the Old School House.

3

Donate online:
www.sunsetseed.net

100% of proceeds are used to fund Sunset technology initiatives. A portion of your donation is tax-deductible.

