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Thoughts from Your Principal,
Dr. Marlene Leyte-Vidal
As principal of this unique school of excellence, I am honored and proud of all the
successes and accomplishments the students, teachers and the school have achieved
this year. Through collaboration, partnerships and teamwork, Sunset Elementary
School continues to Dream Big! Wishing all of the Sunset families a safe, fun and
restful summer. I look forward to seeing all of you again in the 2018-2019 school year!

Editors: Mrs. Pujol Burns & Ms. Pacheco

Bienvenue, Willkommen, Bienvenida, Welcome
to Sunset, Mrs. Hurtado
By: Pelayo Dearcas & Paulina Elena
Ms. Yusimi Hurtado joined our Sunset Elementary family at the beginning of
the 2017-2018 school year as our new assistant principal. Her previous school
was Toussaint Louverture Elementary where she was also an assistant
principal. Over the years, she has worked in many schools in a variety of
different capacities totaling 29 years with Miami-Dade County Public Schools.
Ms. Hurtado comes to our school with a world of experience to share!
At home she has a beautiful family that completes her active life. Ms. Hurtado
has been married for 22 years and has two lovely daughters named Chelsea
and Celine. The family also has a Rottweiler named Nala. She loves to go on
road trips. In fact, the family ambition is to visit all the US National Parks. While
growing up, she was a ballet dancer and greatly enjoyed spending time
practicing her choreography. This gave her the discipline and focus she
possesses both in her profession and daily life.

World Cup Fever
Thank you Sunset PTA & PSG

At Sunset, our exceptional assistant principal oversees third through fifth
grades, the language programs, curriculum, testing, and much more. On any
given day, Ms. Hurtado is always hard at work running around this very busy
school to make sure that everything is going smoothly and assisting with the
daily operations. Her first impression of Sunset Elementary was how we
operate as a family. She was taken aback by the warmth throughout the school
and the welcoming atmosphere that the Sunset community provides.
Students, parents, faculty, and staff have all embraced our new assistant
principal.

5th Grade Diversity Day
“Talking about diversity today made me feel that being unique is the best
thing you can be and it made me feel happy to be myself.” Audrey Linder

Graicas, Sra. Raquel Medina,
¡Buenas Suerta en España y Te Queremos Muchisimo!

“The diversity activity taught me that other people might have the
same situation I have and that they understand me and that I should
love all my quirks.” Anamaria Garcia

KEEP SHINING
Happy Retirement, Dr. Gilbert
By: Ashley Garcia, Lucia Nunez & Felix Sesin
Dr. Gilbert, our amazing Assistant Principal, will sadly be leaving our school
this year, but not before helping Sunset in every way, shape, and form for
the past eight years. While at Sunset, she has helped make our
experiences memorable and special.
Eight Years ago, Dr. Gilbert received a phone call assigning her to our
school. When she began working at Sunset, she may have felt intimidated,
but curious and up-to-the-challenge. Throughout the years, she has
grown accustomed to Sunset and helped us rise to the top. She has
participated in Honor Roll assemblies, EESAC meetings, Morning
Announcements, and many other activities. She is a role model to so many
students and teachers and is very well respected.
Dr. Gilbert learned how to speak Spanish while at Sunset. It’s been her
best memory of working at Sunset. She stated in Spanish, “La gente que
ha tenido más impacto durante mi carrera en Sunset fueron todos los
estudiantes en las clases de español!”

TEACHER OF THE YEAR – Mr. Entenza
By: Morgan Cable & Katherine Bonenberger
Mr. Samuel Entenza is the recipient of the 2017-2018 Teacher of the Year award. He is
currently one of the two music teachers at our school. He has been teaching for sixteen
years and has been a great influence in the lives of many students. According to Mr.
Entenza, he loves teaching because of the unique people and cultures that he comes in
contact with during his workday. Not only does teaching allow him to meet new people,
but it allows him to spread the love of his preferred subject: music. When asked where
his love for music comes from, he is quick to respond that his family has played a great
role in developing his passion. Musical talent runs in the family as his mother was a singer
and his father was a pianist. Having been selected for the honor of being the teacher of
the year, Mr. Entenza feels just that. Honored. Additionally, he feels a great deal of
responsibility from having the weight of representing Sunset on his shoulders. But what
makes Mr. Entenza special is that when in his class, he can find musical talent just about
anywhere. Students who walk out of his class leave with a feeling of accomplishment and
pride at having been exposed to a new possible talent. When asked in a recent interview
who his musical influences were at an early age, he responded by saying that his music
teachers played a great role in installing in him his love for music. He believes that this
encouragement from important figures in his life was one of the leading reasons why he
decided to teach.

As for her future, she plans to travel to New York City and then on home
improvement projects. Some advice that she would give to Sunset
students is to continue to work to the best of your ability, follow your
dreams, pursue your passion, and to travel the world!
Todos en Sunset dan gracias a Dra. Gilbert. ¡Vamos a extrañarte!

ROOKIE TEACHER OF THE YEAR – Ms. Mur
By: Emerson Patmore

Happy Retirement,
Cathy Ruxton & Gladys Piedra
Thank You, Gracias, Merci, Danke!

Hello, I am Emerson Patmore, and I present to you the 2017-2018
Rookie Teacher-of-the-Year: Mrs. Mur! She has been teaching at
the school for five years, and has taught in fifth grade, fourth
grade, and kindergarten. In an interview with her, she said that
her favorite grade to teach is kindergarten and that she has always
been a homeroom teacher. She has always taught for IE classes.
She likes teaching her students by giving them hands-on lessons,
lots of fun projects, and having the students figure out the lesson
themselves. In fact, this ties in to her favorite part of being a
teacher, when the students realize that they can figure it out
themselves. Mrs. Mur is also involved in other school matters,
such as the yearbook staff, STEM committee, and is part of the
geography bee team. For the yearbook she designs the pages and
adds and takes photos. As part of the STEM committee she
prepares projects and prepares the school for STEM visits. She
trains the geography bee team as well. Before becoming a
teacher, she got a degree in hospitality services, which means you
are certified to work in hotels and restaurants. She was in that line
of work for ten years, before she decided to become a substitute
teacher. Since she like that so much, she decided to get a degree
in teaching, and started teaching here. When asked for a word of
advice, she said, “Learning never stops.” Sunset is very lucky to
have Mrs. Mur as a teacher.

KEEP SHINING
Univision’s Club de Libros – Pablo Picasso
By: Lucia Nunez
This year, my class, Mrs. Piedra`s, got Pablo Picasso as the famous artist we had to study.
Everyone was excited because we were all fascinated by the amazing life Picasso led. Every
day, during Spanish Lengua Spanish Class and Contenido we worked on our little group
projects about the different stages of Picasso`s life: The Blue Stage, The Pink Stage, etc. Our
little group projects in Spanish class were short plays, but we had no idea why we did plays
instead of presentations like in Bilingual Curriculum.
As soon as our teacher, Mrs. Medina told us that we were going to make a short play on the
life of Picasso, we all got very excited because it meant that we were going to get filmed while
during our play by a real TV channel: Univision! The day of the play, we were all very nervous,
but, with the help of our teacher, we managed to pull down our stage fright and perform. I
was a presenter at the beginning of the play, along with one of my classmates, Ashley Garcia.
We were both petrified at having to go on first. With the encouragement of our teacher and
our classmates, we managed to push down that stage fright and start presenting the play.
After a little while, when all the actors had been speaking for a couple minutes, unbelievably,
once we all started to speak, we started to sound, act, and look a lot more confident.
I think that the play was fun, plus, we got a big privilege that other kids in the Spanish program
did not get: we came out on TV! I hope that next year in Spanish class, Mrs. Piedra`s students
get to do the same thing we did and have as much fun as we did.

French Palme Academique Award
Mme. Virginie Llano
By: Alice Hernandez
My French teacher, Mme. Llano, received a very special award. This special award is called
The French Palme Acadèmique. This award was created by Napoleon in honor of the
members of a University in 1808. The people who get it are people who gave service to the
French education and contributes actively to the French culture. There are different ranks
there is the commander, officer, and chevalier. My teacher got the chevalier and there is
specific rule of wearing it, she has to wear a medallion worn on a ribbon on the left side of
the breast. Mme. Llano got the medal on Friday April 6,2018 at French Consul House. It was
awarded by the Consul General of France, Mr. Leclerc. When my teacher got it, she felt
honored and proud to have such a special award given to her. Now I am going to tell a little
about her since she came to sunset. She started working as a teacher for sunset in 1995. She
has been head of the French department since 1998. Mme. Llano has a very special way to
teach. Her way is very fun and happy. She is always smiling. When she is teaching, she gives
examples with students to make us understand. Being in her class is a wonderful experience
because she interacts with us in the classroom and makes us laugh. Merci de m’ avoir apris
tellement. Merci!

Battle of the Books
By: Antonio Santamaria
Your heart is beating so rapidly, it feels like it’s going to pop out of your body. Your fingers fumble with
the buzzer and you feel the weight of the question on you: What is the name of the robot’s son? If you
get this then you your team’s points improve by 50% and if you get it wrong then you lose 50% of your
points… Your options whirl around in your head like a tornado, making yourself EVEN more scared. Your
sweat runs down your face and you take a guess, Brightbill? You turn in your answer with fingers
trembling and cross your fingers. As they announce the answer; relief, pride and joy flood and you feel
every single one of your veins saying, “Victory!”
Battle of the Books is a competition of wits, not weapons. This is a competition about knowledge which
involves memory, precision, and precise details. In order to qualify for the team, which consists of seven
members in either fifth or fourth grade;(My team this year consisted of 4 fourth graders and 3 fifth
graders) you need five things: 1. You need to have a minimum amount of AR points, 2. You must be a
very good student in your reading class in order for your teacher to recommend you. 3. You must also
arrive at school early enough to participate at the meetings, with the rest of your teammates. 4.You must
be willing to balance homework and this activity and to give some of your free time in order to study for
Battle of the Books 5. And Above All… You must love READING! If you don’t have these, it’s ok you can
start developing these skills in the summer, so you can participate in this competition next year.
This year’s Battle of the Books team consisted of seven people, the fifth graders are: Lorenzo Cantarel
Lina Elattar, and Catalina Lines, the fourth graders are: Elena Beck, Natalie Quintela, Emilia Rubalcaba
and Antonio Santamaría. Our sponsor, and also our School’s Reading Liason, Mrs. Diaz-Brown helped us
learn a lot about our books. You have to read the three books the committee chooses, and it’s also great
that these books are provided for all of the participants. This year, the books for the Central Regional
Battle of the Books were: Allie First at Last, My Brother is a Superhero and last, but not least The Wild
Robot. The day of the competition, May 16, 2018 was an important day in my life. First, we changed into
our superhero outfits, (superheroes was this year’s theme) and headed to the library at Ludlam
Elementary School, where it was taking place. This is how it works: In the beginning one person from
each school’s team comes to a table, where they sit down at their school’s spot (the person at the table
changes after every question). In front of them lays a smartboard, on the smartboard a question is
displayed from any of those three books, below it there are four choices each with a different color.
Every school, receives a buzzer with four buttons every button has a color, that same color is the one of
the answers you choose which button is the correct answer. If you get the question right, your team is
added 10 points, on the other hand, if you get it wrong 5 points are taken away from your team. There
are three types of questions: the first one, is any team that answers the question correctly in the certain
amount of time gets the points, fastest finger- whichever team answers the fastest gains the points and
the wager question- in this type of question you choose how much to make that question worth :0%,
25% or 50%, if you get this wrong whatever percentage you wagered out of your points will be deducted
from your score, unless you get it right in that case then they’ll give you whatever you wagered up
increasing your score. Emergency - plan (which is what we used) was for the staff to gather dry-erase
boards and markers for us to write the letter number, A, B,C or D, show it to the monitor and then erase.
Even though we may not have won, my team sure did have a good time!

Outstanding School Volunteer
Bobbie Fetherston

By: Emma Fetherston
Sunset Elementary is a good school and I have really enjoyed my last five
years there. One of the reasons it is such a good school is because of all
the volunteers that give their time and energy to make things better. All
the volunteers at Sunset are very special and help to improve our school.
They make the activities that the students do every day possible. For
example, SEED volunteers have made it possible for students to have
smart boards in our classrooms, Room Parents make all the special
activities we do in the classrooms possible and help our teachers
throughout the year with classroom decorations and crafts. The PTA has
raised money and made it possible to have our new turf field that is great
because the old field had a lot of dirt and we would all get very messy.
One of the reasons I am proud to call Sunset my second home is because
my Mom, Bobbie Fetherston, has been one of the volunteers for the past
five years. For the first three years that I was at Sunset, she was the PTA
Treasurer and the last two years she has been the PTA President. She has
been part of Give Miami Day, the fifth grade “World’s Finest Chocolate”
fundraiser, the Fall Festival and many more activities throughout the
years. I have really enjoyed seeing my mom at school. This year, she was
nominated for Sunset’s Outstanding Volunteer of the Year and she was
recognized at the Miami-Dade County Public Schools’ Community
Partners Recognition Luncheon. I am very proud of my Mom and
appreciate all the hard work that all the volunteers do every year to make
our second home better!

KEEP SHINING
GEOGRAPHY BEE- By: Taronish Unwalla
If there is anything better than winning the district Geography Bee for the first time in history,
its winning it a second time in a row after winning it for the first time in history. That’s right!!
Sunset Elementary won the 2018 Geography Bee …again and retains the trophy for one more
year. Current fifth graders who had competed last year, Emerson Patmore, Joshua Gold,
Taronish Unwalla and Andres Rodriguez were joined by current fourth graders Lucas Duffy
and Antonio Santamaria who went through their rounds of testing to be included in the team,
with our indefatigable Ms. Mur and Ms. Sirven again teaming up as our teacher sponsors.
The victory for Sunset was a culmination of months of practice and commitment that required
students to meet every Wednesday at 7:45 am. We practiced with each other and against
each other but most importantly we learnt to work as a team and trust each other. As was our
tradition, we met one more time the day prior to the competition at La Pizza to practice. Each
of us had specialized with one continent. This year the competition was held on May 22 at the
Miami Dade North Campus. We felt prepared and confident.
This year we were competing with 13 schools. The rule was that the team that lost twice was
eliminated. Some of these schools were our neighborhood schools and last year’s close
competitors. Teams were randomly selected to play against each other. It goes on to say a lot
about our preparations that we did not lose a single round against any team throughout the
entire contest. We played six rounds in all. We won twice against Pinecrest Elementary, which
was last year’s runner-up school. Emerson Elementary was participating for the first time.
However, they were very well prepared. We competed twice against them- once to secure
our spot in the final three and the second time in the final round to win the “Geo Bee
Championship” and bring home the district level trophy. We were “in it to win it” and we
did!! We felt proud of ourselves as Sunset Elementary secured the first place yet again.

5TH GRADE NEHS INDUCTION CEREMONY
And Service Project
By: Lauren Perez
The National Elementary Honors Society (NEHS) is a society in which fifth graders
have the privilege of participating in by receiving the Principal’s or Superior Honor
Roll for all of fourth grade and the first two semesters of fifth grade, in addition to
maintaining a 3.6 GPA or higher. On April 11th, 2018, Sunset students and their
families gathered in the school cafeteria for the induction ceremony. Students
were given a pin and a candle and took an oath on the core values of the National
Elementary Honor Society which are scholarship, citizenship, responsibility,
leadership, and service. The keynote speaker, Ms. Niyala A. Harrison, a former
alumnus of Sunset, spoke to the students about the advantage of being a Sunset
Elementary student. It truly was an amazing ceremony for both students and
parents because we were recognized for our outstanding academic achievements.
As part of membership in the NEHS, students had to commit to two service
projects. One service project was a walk-a-thon to honor Mrs. D-B’s daughter,
Michelle Diaz. All the students in the Honor Society walked two laps around the
school and collected $50 each for Alliance for Lupus Research. The second service
project was an individual or small group project. I was part of a group project
along with Bella Burns, Alessia Vernet, Peyton Byrd, and Elizabeth Chinea. On May
3rd, we went to the Riviera Health Resort where we performed a Talent Show for
the elderly and sick. We all learned that service is an important core value to have
because volunteering and helping those in need is a self-less act of kindness.

WE The People
By: Iris Mogul
“We the People” is an extraordinary civics club that Sunset Elementary participated in for the first
time this year! Every Thursday, the members of the club met and learned about the history of the
government in the United States of America. The students in the club were divided up into five
separate units or groups. Each of the five units had a different topic that the students became experts
in. For example, there were units about: the United States before the constitution; how the
constitution was written; what it says; and the involvement of American citizens today. The students
in the units studied their topic in order to gain the knowledge to compete in a competition which took
place in the month of May at Miami Dade College. At the competition, a panel of judges asked the
students in the units a variety of questions. We, the club members, had the privilege of knowing some
of the questions in advance, which made it easier to study well. After the judges asked us the specific
questions, then they asked follow-up questions. We all got to learn not only the history of the United
States, but also the importance of team work. The learning experience was incredible for everyone in
the “We the People” family!

D-B-licious Mindfulness Recognized by Mindful Kids Miami
By: Emilia Rubalcalcaba & Sabrina Lopez-Cantera
Sunset Elementary is lucky to have Ms. Diaz-Brown, and not just because she
is a great teacher!
On January 24, 2018, Mrs. D-B was recognized for her work with mindfulness
by the Mindful Kids Miami organization, at its 2018 Ambassador of
Mindfulness Dinner. This prestigious honor made our class enormously proud
of our amazing teacher!
Ms. D-B introduces mindfulness in many ways to her students. She does daily
exercises with us to clear our minds of stress, and also to just keep us relaxed.
These exercises include deep breathing, imagining ourselves in a situation, and
nature walks. These nature excursions are very soothing, because they take
place outdoors in complete silence.
Mindfulness is important to us because it’s a fun way to stay calm and you can
do it anywhere, any time, and in many ways. Ms. D-B sets a good example of
mindfulness because she is so positive all the time, she wants us to be our
best, and to be more mindful of our surroundings.
Congratulations Ms. D-B, you are a great teacher and we all appreciate you!

Eco Club
By: Sarah Schuerer
We are a club that learns about ecology. Ecology is nature. The teacher is Mrs.
Kaufman. The people in the club are Sunset Elementary students from 2nd to 5th grade.
Some examples of what we do are pick up trash, recycle paper and cardboard. Some
things I learned about are butterflies and rain barrels. A butterfly is an insect. It helps
by helping flowers pollinate, eat plenty of weedy plants and provide a food source for
other animals. A rain barrel is a barrel that collects rain. It is amazing! When it rains,
the rain barrel can collect it because the rain falls into the rain barrel. Then we can
use that water to water our plants! We meet sometimes Wednesdays after school
and sometimes Thursdays before school. I hope you learn a lot about Eco Club. You
can visit the butterfly garden we planted at school and hope you can join Eco Club
next year.

Budding Artists
Sam Wolin, Morgan Cable, Meghan Scarpetti, Lila
Morvan, Alice Hernandez, Allison D’Alincourt, Josh
Gold, Michael Zamudio, Lina Elatar, Andres
Betancourt, Rocio Diaz, Andrea Martinez, Mrs.
Boullon’s class, Mathias Miloslavich, Zoe Spokoiny,
Nicolas Perez de la Blanc

Emerson Patmore
National Geography Bee
3rd Place State Winner

Christopher Paige
State of Florida
Chess Chanpion

Congratulations!
Kenneth Bowden & Martin Jeveaux
2018 Florida Music Education Association
All State Chorus

Lucia Esser
1st Place Women’s
History Essay Contest

Congratulations
Igho Galeas
One of top three
winners
2017 myOn
National
Reading Challenge

State of Florida High Impact Teachers
Mr. Arana, Ms. Pasternac, Mrs. Rojo, Ms.
King, Mrs. Noy, Mrs. Zawie, Mrs. Piedra,
Mrs. Hoyo, Ms. Sirven, Dr. Robinson

Magnet Schools of America
School of Excellence Award &
Certified National Magnet School
Congratulations!!!

GLOBAL CONNECTIONS

Safety Patrol Trip
to
Washington, D.C.

SECME Vex & Robotics
Team

Fifth Grade Promotion
21018
Science Brain Bowl

We Love to Read

“Ich lese gerne ,weil es mir so viel Spaß macht. Manche Bücher sind ganz
spannend oder lustig. Aber aus allen Büchern lerne ich etwas, und das ist sehr
hilfreich für mich, wenn ich Deutsch spreche. Es ist auch ganz schön, wenn ich
etwas wiederhole wie Dativ und Akkusativ oder Perfekt. Aber am
allerliebsten lese ich zu Hause mit meinem Hund.”
by: Elena Von Beck

“A mi me gusta leer porque cuando abro un libro,
me lleva a un mundo differente con aventura.”
by: Emma Pfefferkorn

