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NO SCHOOL 

 
 

 

4  
C.A.M.P. @ Sunset 

Enrichment Session #1 

Registration BEGINS 
through 9/12/18  
 8:00-11:00 a.m. 

 
PICTURE DAY 

 
OPEN HOUSE  

Pre-K 
Kindergarten 
First Grade 
6:30 p.m. 

 

SEED  
Commemorative Bricks 

Pre-Sale Begins 
through 10/31/18 

 

5 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE  
Second Grade 
Third Grade 

6:30 p.m. 

6 
 
 

OPEN HOUSE  
Fourth Grade 
Fifth Grade 
6:30 p.m. 

 
 

 
 

7 
 
 

8 
 
 

 
International 
Literacy Day 

 

9 
 
 

 
 
 

10 
 
Teacher Planning Day 

NO SCHOOL 
 
 
 

GIPA 
Oktoberfest Ticket 

Pre-Sale begins 
through 10/05/18 

11 
 

PTA Board Meeting 
7:45 a.m.  

Media Center 
 

Proposed Volunteer 
Orientation  
9:00 a.m.  
Cafeteria 

 
Orchestra Auditions 

in the Stem Lab 
7:30-8:30 a.m. 

 
VPK Payment Due 

 
 

12 
 

C.A.M.P. @ Sunset  
Enrichment Session #1 
Registration ENDS at 

 8:00-11:00 a.m. 
 
 

EESAC Meeting 
(7:45 a.m.) 

Media Center 
 

Orchestra Auditions 
in the Stem Lab 
7:30-8:30 a.m. 

13 
 

  SEED  
Board Meeting 
7:45 – 8:45 a.m. 

STEM LAB 
 

 PTA General Meeting 
6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Cafeteria 
   

 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
 

17 
 

C.A.M.P. @ Sunset  
Enrichment Session #1 

BEGINS  
 

ASC Payment Due 
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19 
 

 
Teacher Planning Day 

NO SCHOOL 
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21 
 

PTA New Parent  
Meet & Greet 

Riviera Presbyterian 
Church 

 (6:00-8:00 p.m.) 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 

 

23 24 
VPK Payment Due 

 
 
 
 

25 
 

 
 

 

26 
Boosterthon  
Collections Begin 
through 10/4/18 

 
“Dads Take Your Child 

to School Day”  
 

 
 

27 
PTA Event 

“Dine Around at  
Lime Mexican” 
(5:00-9:00 p.m.) 

 

28 
 

29 

 
Follow us on:  

Twitter @ Sunset_Elem  Sunset Elementary App       

Get to know your Parent Association Representative at the school. 
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INSIDE THIS ISSUE:
- Teach Flu a Lesson
- New Programs & Initiatives
- Ready for School?

M-DCPS has the ability to 
communicate quickly and 
effectively with parents 
through automated 
messages – voice, email, 
push notification (via the 
Dadeschools mobile app) 
and text. 

Accurate and up-to-date 
parent contact information 
is critical to receiving 
important outreach and 
EMERGENCY messages from 
the District and your child’s 
school. Make sure you OPT 
IN to automated messaging 

from your child’s school and 
the District. When you OPT 
OUT, you are disconnected 
from important District, 

school news and information. 
You may update contact 
information in person at your 
child’s school.

September 3 - Labor Day
September 10 - Teacher Planning Day
September 19 - Teacher Planning Day
September 27 - Secondary Early Release Day

IMPORTANT DATES 
& INFORMATION

AUGUST 2018

CONNECTION
A Newsletter for Miami-Dade County Public Schools Parents

 

AUGUST 15
11 a.m. 

Regular Meeting

SEPT. 5
11 a.m. 

Regular Meeting

6 p.m.
Second Budget Public 
Hearing and Adoption  

of Final 2018-2019  
Millage Levy and Annual 

Budget, Approval of  
2017-2018 Annual 

Financial Report, and 
Approval of 2017-2018 

Final Budget Resolutions
 

KEEPING PARENTS INFORMED SCHOOL BOARD MEETINGS

M-DCPS MAKES HISTORY, BECOMING AN A-RATED SCHOOL DISTRICT!

For the first time in the history of the Florida School Performance Grades, M-DCPS has achieved a district-wide grade of “A.”  
For more information, visit http://news.dadeschools.net/cmnc/new/28712. 



 
Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools has partnered again 
with Healthy Schools, LLC for 
the 2018-2019 school year to 
provide FREE flu vaccines to 
students enrolled in M-DCPS.

This year’s  “TEACH FLU A 
LESSON” student vaccination 
campaign will take place 
from September 11 through 
October 11. Each school will 
have a specific clinic date. 

Parents/guardians have the 
option of providing consent 
through the Parent Portal 
using their digital devices or 
complete a paper consent 
form. Parents/Guardians 
MUST provide consent if they 
want their child to receive 
the flu vaccine.

Parents/Guardians should 
contact their child’s school 
to determine when the flu 
vaccine will be offered at 
their child’s school.

M-DCPS students and 
employees will begin the 
2018-2019 school year with 
ninety bold, cutting-edge 
programs and initiatives 
that build on the District’s 
goals of providing classroom 
innovation, academic rigor, 
and expanded student 
access, as well as increased 
efficiencies in operations. 
Schools Superintendent 
Alberto M. Carvalho recently 
unveiled the District’s new 
programs. 

“Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools has become one 
of the highest-performing 
urban school systems in the 
nation. We have reached this 

pinnacle by maintaining a 
singular focus on improving 
student achievement for 
each child we serve,” said 
Superintendent Carvalho. 
“To meet this goal, we 
annually engage in a ritual 
of reinvention, which results 
in new bold initiatives or 
programs – launch pads for 
innovation and improvement 
– designed to enhance 
the teaching and learning 

experience and improve 
efficiency.” 

Our goal is to provide college 
and career pathways that 
will engage students in 
dynamic learning, while 
preparing them for success 
in post-secondary education, 
careers, and life. Sixty school 
choice options were created 
or enhanced and thirty new 
and improved products and 
initiatives were unveiled to 
benefit students, employees, 
parents, and the community. 

For more information on 
M-DCPS’ new programs and 
initiatives, visit
http://news.dadeschools.net/cmnc/new/28780

TEACH FLU A LESSON!

Students may not be in possession and/or use products 
containing any type of tobacco, illegal, controlled, or mood 
altering substance while on school grounds, a school bus, or a
school-sponsored event. E-cigarettes are known by many 
different names, including e-cigs, e-hookahs, mods, and 
vapes. They come in many shapes and sizes and may look like 
regular cigarettes, pens, or USB’s. Most e-cigarettes contain 
nicotine, which is highly addictive and can harm adolescent
brain development. Besides nicotine, e-cigarettes can also 
contain substances that are harmful, including cancer-
causing chemicals and heavy metals. It’s never too late to 
quit. For free help, visit Smokefree.Gov, call 1-800-Quit-
Now, or speak to a trusted adult at your school. For more 
information, visit
https://e-cigarettes.surgeongeneral.gov/

E(LIMINATE) - CIGS

We are increasing 
options in Information 

Technology, Health 
Sciences, Culinary, 
Digital Media, and 

STEM.

BEYOND THE PROMISE: M-DCPS’ BOLD NEW 2018-2019 PROGRAMS 
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BREAKFAST: THE MOST IMPORTANT MEAL OF THE DAY READY FOR SCHOOL?

READY, SET, ENROLL! Parents who are still looking 
for an early childhood or 
voluntary prekindergarten 
program for children ages 
3 - 4 years old for the 2018-
2019 school year, can still 
find space available. Please  
contact your neighborhood 
school or the Department of 
Early Childhood Programs at 
(305) 995-7632.

A “Back-to-School” tool 
kit has been developed to 
help parents and students 
have a smooth transition 
back to school. 

The tool kit contains 
information about 
registration and vaccination 
requirements, school hours, 
transportation, important 
dates, and school safety. 

Families can also learn about 
various academic programs, 
diploma options, before and 
after-school care, testing, free 
and reduced-priced meals, 
as well as policies regarding 
their child’s education.

The tool kit is available 
online in English, Spanish, 
and Haitian-Creole at
http://toolkit.dadeschools.net/

Stay connected with Miami-Dade County Public Schools.  Make sure you follow us on social 
media for the latest news and updates regarding the school district. #MDCPSConnects

SOCIAL MEDIA

@MDCPS
@MiamiSup

@MiamiSchools
@MiamiSup

@MiamiSchools@MiamiSchools
@AlbertoMCarvalho1

Miami-Dade County Public 
Schools offers all students a 
FREE and nutritious breakfast 
each morning before classes 
begin. As you know, breakfast 
is the most important meal of 
the day, fueling the body and 
mind, and helping students 
remain focused throughout 
the day. 

Studies have proven that 
eating school  breakfast 
supports improved 
attendance,  helps students 
focus in class and ensures 
students are in school on 
time and  ready to learn.
Eating breakfast is an 
important part of a healthy 
diet and overall wellness. 
Research  has shown that  
people who eat breakfast 
consume more vitamins, 
minerals and fiber and 

maintain a healthy weight.
M-DCPS’ school breakfast 
menus meet the Dietary 
Guidelines for Americans 
and meet one-fourth the 
Recommended Dietary 
Allowances for school age 
children.  

Hungry for breakfast? School 
breakfast menus include 
scrambled eggs, grits, 

whole wheat toast, 100% 
fruit juice, low-sugar cereal, 
fresh fruit  and  low fat milk.  
Specialty menu items include 
French toast, chicken biscuit 
sandwich, croissant and egg 
sandwich, oatmeal and fruit, 
yogurt, and fruit and granola 
parfaits. 



 

 

Open House 
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 Parents / Guardians are invited to the 

2018-2019 School Year 

Pre-K, Kindergarten, and 1st Grade 

on Tuesday, September 4th at 6:30pm 

2nd and 3rd Grade 

on Wednesday, September 5th at 6:30pm. 

4th and 5th Grade 

on Thursday, September 6th at 6:30pm. 
 

• Come take a peek at your child’s day and review expectations 

for a successful year.  

• Parents / Guardians only. No children please. 

• Admittance with ticket provided by your child’s teacher. 

(Only two tickets per child will be given.) 

Beyond the Dream #LoveWhatYouDo 



Sunset Elementary 

CHORUS AND BEGINNING ORCHESTRA AUDITIONS  

2018 – 2019 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Dear Sunset Parents,  

Auditions will take place on Tuesday, September 11 and Wednesday, September 12 in 

the Stem Lab. No prior experience is needed to audition for orchestra.  

The audition for both chorus and orchestra will consist of your child singing the Happy 

Birthday song.  

IMPORTANT: There is a sign-up sheet on the door of Room 3. If your child is interested 

in auditioning for either chorus or orchestra, please have them sign their name on the 

sheet and choose a day/time. Auditions will take place from 7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 

Musically yours,  

Mr. Samuel Entenza, Chorus Director and Mr. Wells Cunningham, Orchestra Director 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjSudjB_pLdAhXNs1kKHRM-DGcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fcliparting.com%2Ffree-music-clip-art-6781%2F&psig=AOvVaw05WB745cACxl39g2e51ZO6&ust=1535657050839739
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjjkfPr_pLdAhVIj1kKHf-nC2oQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fzalarieunique.ru%2Fimage%2Fclipart-kids-social-study%2F181572.html&psig=AOvVaw3BNXu8zZ_Il4Dq5GhfHn1w&ust=1535657120209944


“Volunteers are the heart within every healthy school.” 

 

 



Enrichment Courses
Session 1      Sept. 17  - Nov. 23rd

*Registration opens Tuesday, Sept. 4th @ 8am

COURSE DAYS FEE TIME LOCATION
Ballet Pre-Primary (PK-K) M&W $205 2:15-3:15 Stage

Basketball Inter. A (2nd-5th) M&T $205 4:30-5:30 Courts

Basketball Inter. B (2nd-5th) TH&F $205 4:30-5:30 Courts

Flamenco (PK-1st grade) TH $195 3:15-4:15 Stage

Flamenco Inter. (2nd-5th) TH $195 4:15-5:15 Stage

Guitar (1st -IE) W $195 2:15 - 3:15 TBA

Hip Hop/Tap Dance (1st grade) M&W $205 3:15-4:15 Stage

Hip Hop/Tap Dance (2nd-5th) M $195 4:15-5:15 Stage

Powerpoint/Digital Sketch (1st & IE) W $195 2:15-3:15 4

Robotics (4th & 5th ONLY) T $195 4:15-5:30 Stem 

Soccer (2nd-5th) T&TH $205 4:15-5:30 Field 

Tae Kwon Do Inter. A (2nd-5th) M&W $205 4:15-5:15(M) 3:15-4:15(W) TBA

Tae Kwon Do Inter. B (2nd-5th) T&TH $205 4:15-5:15 TBA

Tae Kwon Do Pri. A (PK-1st) M&W $205 3:15-4:15(M) 2:15-3:15(W) TBA

Tae Kwon Do Pri. B (PK-1st) T&TH $205 3:15-4:15 TBA

Web Design (2nd-5th) W $195 3:15 -4:15 4

Volleyball (2nd-5th) W $195 3:15 - 4:15 Courts

Yoga Inter. (2nd-5th) T $195 4:15-5:15 Stage

Yoga Pimary (Pk/K -1st) T $195 3:15-4:15 Stage 

                                                                 *Registration hours/dates : 8:00am - 11:00am  Sept. 4th - Sept. 11th

                                                                                                                  We accept checks or exact cash

                                                           
                                                                                                                    



Riviera Presbyterian Church 
5275 Sunset Drive (across from school) 
Friday, September 21 from 6-8pm 
The Sunset PTA invites you to join us for our new 
parent social! This is an opportunity to meet other new 
parents, speak with the Parent Associations, gather 
information and get answers to frequently asked 
questions. Light refreshments will be served. 

Sunset Elementary 
New Parent Meet & Greet



Sept. 13th 
6:30-7:30pm 
Cafeteria

Discussion Topics
• 2018-2019 Budget Approval
• Volunteering Opportunities
• Fundraising Initiatives

Join us for our first  
Sunset Elementary PTA meeting 

of the school year! 



Please consider joining the 

Your PTA membership contributions directly 
support Sunset Elementary.

Not a member?  Join Today!
PTA Membership has rewards:

Receive discounts at local businesses and restaurants

Class party for 100% participation

Help Sunset Elementary and be part of something special!

Complete attached form or join On-Line:  www.sunsetpta.org

ATTENTION PARENTS:  

http://www.sunsetpta.org/








Membership Number: __________________________________ 

FAMILY MEMBERSHIP 2018-2019 

Join Spanish International Parents Association, Inc. to support the 

Spanish Magnet Program at Sunset Elementary 

WWW. SIPA-MIAMI.ORG     

Student’s Name: ___________________________________  Grade:  __________ 

Student’s Name: ____________________________________ Grade: __________ 

Student ‘s Name: ____________________________________Grade: __________ 

Student’s Name: ___________________________________   Grade: __________ 

Parent’s name: _____________________________________________________ 

Parent’s email: _____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to get involved and support SIPA’s activities? _____ YES ______NO 

Name: ____________________________________________________________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________ 

FAMILY ONE-YEAR MEMBERSHIP $20 

Payment:                 cash  check payable to SIPA 



Welcome to Sunset! 
FIPA booklet / Livret d’accueil 

 

 
Welcome to Sunset Elementary! 

 

 

FIPA would like to welcome you to the French International Program at Sunset Elementary School. 

French International Program Association (FIPA) is OUR parent association. FIPA’s actions support the 

French International Studies Program in five Miami-Dade County Public Schools: Coconut Grove and 

Sunset Elementary schools, Carver Middle School, the International Studies Charter High School and 

Middle School (ISCHS) and the International Studies Preparatory Academy (ISPA). The program was 

created over 25 years ago and today is still unique within the United States because it offers an 

excellent French and American dual curriculum in a public school setting. 

 

In addition to the strong academic program, you will find Sunset is a special place. You are now part 

of a unique community where the school staff, Sunset Elementary’s Parent Teacher Association (PTA), 

and FIPA enhance your child’s education with many activities that provide cultural enrichment and 

reinforcement of core family, social, and individual values among other great benefits. We feel that 

even though we have amazing support from the Miami-Dade County Public School district, Sunset 

would not be the exceptional school it is if it weren’t for our families’ support and involvement in our 

efforts.  

 

It is with this in mind that we strongly encourage you to become members of both the PTA and FIPA. 

We truly need your support. Four years ago, the monetary support that the French Program received 

from the French Ministry of Education was discontinued due to budget cuts in France. Despite this 

lack of funding, FIPA has continued to provide the necessary support needed to keep this 

exceptional program in place. But this cannot be done without your help. Now more than ever (and 

this has been the case for the last four years), FIPA depends on our parents becoming active 

members of the organization in order to maintain the high standards of the program. The well-being 

of French Program is directly linked to the participation of our members (as volunteers for the various 

activities and fundraisers we plan throughout the year, as well as through donations, such as the 

membership fee). 

 

With your membership, FIPA will be able to enrich the French IS program at Sunset Elementary in 

many ways, and consequently, the quality of French education your child receives: 

 

 Coordinate and finance French assistant teachers for our elementary and middle schools, who 

are otherwise not funded by Miami-Dade Public Schools. We augment the teacher/assistant 

to student ratio compared to other public schools with these assistants so that our children can 

receive a higher quality French Education.  

 Provide financial support of fees associated with the International Baccalaureate testing 

process. (continued) 
 Finance continuing faculty training required by Miami-Dade Public Schools and the French 

Government. 

 Donate to schools in need of financial support for teacher salaries. Usually used for extra hours 

needed from them and which otherwise would not be covered by Miami-Dade County Public 

Schools. 



 Advocate for the interests of the French IS program with MDCPS and with France. 

 Provide financial support of teachers (travel and visa expenses, certifications). 

 Promote French culture (on-campus French library & book clubs, Francophonie celebration, 

Galette des Rois traditions and more). 

 Assist in recruiting new teachers to the schools. 

 Communicate to our members via our monthly newsletter, our website, Facebook and 

through school liaisons. 

 Welcome and assist families new to the French IS program (welcome breakfast, informative 

brochures, and personal Q &A). 

 Organize fun French events on and off campus throughout the year, such as our annual Gala 

and family picnic. 

 

Enclosed you will find our Membership and Order Form. Please use it to become a member and 

order the materials you would like. In addition, you will find the French Notebooks (Cahiers) Order 

Form, which applies only to students at Sunset and Coconut Grove Elementary and are required 

under French educational guidelines. FIPA orders the specific materials from France for all our 

students every year; it is important that we get reimbursed from every parent (only for elementary 

school students) so that we can continue to provide these materials in the future.  

 

For more information about FIPA, our memberships, cahiers or anything else, please feel free to 

contact our current Sunset Elementary FIPA Liaisons, Jennifer Restrepo and Martha Sesín at 

sunset@fipamiami.org 

 

   

 

Sincerely,  

Your FIPA Board  

fipa@fipamiami.org  

 
 
 

 
 

FIPA is a non-profit organization: your donations are 100% tax deductible.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please visit our website and be on the lookout 

for dates for our upcoming events: 

FIPA Back to School Picnic, 
Welcome Get-Together at Sunset, 

and 

our Back to School Celebration (parents only) 



                 FIPA MEMBERSHIP & ORDER FORM: SCHOOL YEAR 2018 / 2019 
 

 

Please return this form to FIPA: P.O. Box 430845, Miami, Florida, 33243-0845, or to your child’s French teacher.  

 

OR  pay online at www.fipamiami.org (payment plans available online) 

 

Parent 1 name (first and last) _______________________________________________________________________ 

Parent 2 name (first and last) _______________________________________________________________________ 

Email___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact phone number__________________________________________________________________________ 

Student information:  

first name last name school grade 

    

    

    

 

 My company (or a company I know) might be interested in donating to this program  

 

Membership* (choose one) 
 

Price Total 
Platinum includes annual membership for one family with students enrolled in the French IS 

program + backpack + drawstring bag  + t-shirt + two tickets to our Parents Night Out event 

+ two tickets to our annual gala! 

$1000  

Gold includes annual membership for one family with students enrolled in the French IS 

program + backpack + drawstring bag  + t-shirt 
$500  

Family includes annual membership for one family with students enrolled in the French IS 

program 
 

$250  

Basic includes annual membership for one student in the French IS program  
 

$130  
 

 

Any additional donations* are welcome! 
 

 

 

Only for Sunset and Coconut Grove Price Quantity Total 
 

French Notebook  
Used in French classes all year; distributed directly to your child’s French 

teachers for use in class (1 per student) 

            

$30 

  

 

 

GOODIES Price Quantity Size delivered    Total 
Child T-Shirt – white  
   child S, M, or L 
 

$15     

Child T-Shirt – grey 
   child S, M, or L 
 

$15     

Drawstring bag “I Love FIPA” 
 

$8  N/A   

Jansport backpack “I Love FIPA” 
 

$50  N/A   

 
Date : 
Method of payment :     cash      check        square              TOTAL 

 
*Membership and additional donations are tax deductible. (You’ll receive an automatic email) 

   

 



 
 

 
FRENCH NOTEBOOK 

 

Dear Parents of Students at Sunset and Coconut Grove Elementary Schools: 

 

Students in the elementary school French program learn to write in cursive and work with 

supplies and books that can only be imported from France as they are not widely available 

in the United States.  The French International Program Association (FIPA), our not-for-profit 

parent organization, purchases and imports these items in advance in order to have these 

required materials available at the beginning of each school year. The French department 

teachers distribute and utilize these materials throughout the school year. 

 

The cost of these items and shipping expenses is $30.00 per child and includes: 

- 5 notebooks per child (w/refills) 

- 5 colored notebook covers 

- Reading books 

- Support materials for teachers 

 

 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

French NOTEBOOK ORDER 
 
Please return this form to FIPA: P.O. Box 430845, Miami, Florida, 33243-0845, or to your child’s 

French teacher.  

 

OR  pay online at www.fipamiami.org  

 
 

School _____________________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher  _____________________________________ Grade _______________________________ 

Student First name ____________________________ Last name ___________________________ 

Parent First name ____________________________ Last name ____________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Zip Code _________________________  City _____________________________________________ 

Email  ______________________________@__________________  Phone______ /_______ /______  

 

If you choose to pay by check (payable to “FIPA”), please return it to your 

child’s French content teacher in a sealed envelope labeled with “attention 

FIPA”, your child’s name, grade and homeroom. 

First 2 classes with 

100% participation 

will get a class party! 



BUY YOUR 
COMMEMORATIVE BRICK 

TODAY! 

THE FIRST 5 HOMEROOMS 
TO ORDER 5 or MORE BRICKS

WILL BE TREATED TO A 
MUNCHKINS IN THE 

MORNING PARTY! 

 

PURCHASE YOUR BRICK BY  
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31st!

PRE-SALE PRICES! 

PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE:
http://sunsetseed.net/latest-events.html 

* Bricks purchased prior to the student's 5th grade year do not qualify for invitation to the 
5th Grade Breakfast & Bricks Celebration to be held in June.

100% of proceeds are used to fund Sunset technology initiatives. 

Leave your mark on 
Sunset Elementary! 

4x8 red.....$75
(Regular price...$100)

8x8 red......$375 
(Regular price...$500)

http://www.sunsetseed.net/
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